DIY
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INTHE SERIES...

JUN HEAD BEARINGS

ISSUE32 | No more shaking like EIvis...

AUG MUFFLER REPACKING

ISSUE 34 | Because stealth is better...

SEPT VALVE ADJUSTMENT

ISSUE35  Keep that thumper pumping...

OCT 4T PISTON CHANGE

ISSUE 36 | Four-strokes get tired, too...

NOV | TIMING CHAIN

ISSUE37 " Change it the right way...

DEC SHOCKSPRINGS

ISSUE 38 | Get that bounce dialled...

REPLACING
WORN GRAPHICS

HOW TO REPLACE YOUR BIKE’S

GRAPHICS

.Wwithout it looking like the contact vinyl on your high school history book.

|SS UE 39 Bring back that new bike feel...

NICK DOLE
} s owner/operator of
- Teknik Racing, Nick runs
A~ aworkshop that specialises
F% in motorcycle suspension
and mechanical repairs in Penrith, NSW.

N IAN HANCOCK
- As a skilled moto-
y journalist, lan's not

el
'A‘ scared of compiling a
- technical feature that

delves into the mechanical depths.

TOOLS YOU'LL NEED
Squeegee
Heat gun
Razor blade

WHAT IT'LL COST YA

Labour: 1 hour
Graphics: $100-$220

MEET THE TEAM

here’s no more cost-effective
I way to improve your bike’s
looks than to replace the
graphics. Think of it like getting
ahaircut - some do it to look like
Leonardo DiCaprio, others to just
appear respectable. But either way,
it’s ajob that just needs to happen
every now and then.
After a year or two, most graphic
kits start to peel around the edges,
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fade from the sun or have holes
worn in them. Although it mightn’t
look like it, they actually get a pretty
serious workout between your knees
as you hang on to your bike for dear
life while you approach that triple.
Fortunately, new graphics kits are
relatively cheap, allowing you to add
abit of customised flair to your bike,
and they are pretty straight-forward to
replace with the right technique. There

TEAR HER CLOTHES OFF

efore you start on the graphics, give your bike a thorough
wash. Dirt and grit falling into the new graphics adhesive
will create high points, weaken the adhesive and eventually

wear through. When clean, leave the plastics out in the sun,
then start at one corner and begin peeling. If it’s cold, give
the old graphics a quick hit with the heat gun before peeling.

are plenty of off-the-shelf kits out
there for most bikes. Aftermarket kits
are fairly cheap, whereas genuine kits
tend to be a bit better. Or better still,
afew Aussie graphics manufacturers
offer custom kits that allow you to fit
as many sponsors logos or smartarse
slogans as you please.

Over the next three pages, Nick Dole
from Teknik Motorsport explains how
to do it the easiest way.




CLEAN
THE BARE
PLASTICS

ou can do this job with
the plastics on or off.
With the plastics on, it’s
easier to keep things steady,
but we stripped the plastics
off for better photo angles.

If you were careful about
how you peeled the graphics
off, there will be little, if

any, glue left on the plastics.
Whatever glue is left behind
should be hit with special
glue and adhesive remover or
soaked in eucalyptus oil, then
covered in glad wrap to soak.

GET A CORNER STARTED

With the plastics prepped, hold the new graphic up to the panel
you’re about to apply it to and see how everything lines up.
Ideally, you will have a consistent 2-3mm gap between the edge of

the graphic and the plastic, with all holes fully aligned. Give the panel
another wipe to remove any airborne dust or dirt particles. Then start
with the longest flat edge of the graphic and peel back about half of the
backing paper. Line it up with any holes or edges and get it started.
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STRETCH &
MANIPULATE

Don’t be afraid to get
rough with the graphics.
It’s a bit like pulling your
little brother’s hair when you
were akid - pull hard enough
and you’ll get it to behave like
you want it to. Use plenty of
heat and figure out exactly
how you need a section to

go. You can expect quality
graphics to stretch by about
15-20% of their length.

USE HEAT TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

‘ N Tith one edge started, grab your squeegee and heat gun and

start slowly plying more and more of the graphic on. Hold the
loose graphic away from the bike with one hand, then use the heat gun
in the other to warm up an area about 100mm wide. Then swap the heat
gun for the squeegee and start plying the graphic on, directing the flow
of traffic by pulling the loose part of the graphic in the right direction.
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GET RID OF
BUBBLES

Bubbles are just trapped
air, and bad news. This
is where graphics will start
to peel from and they can
burst, leaving holes. Luckily,
the glue on decent quality
graphics will give you at

least four or five goes at
peeling the graphic back

and starting again. First try
and use your squeegee to
push any bubbles to the edge,
and if that doesn’t work,
peelitback and start again.

A small prick with a pin (and
we’re not talking about your
mate, Shorty, here) will allow
you to smooth the most
stubborn of bubbles out.

WORK THE EDGES

he edges are where graphics start to peel from and begin to look

daggy, so pay extra attention to make sure you push the graphics
down hard to give the glue the best chance of doing its thing. Use the
heat gun to warm them up, then squeegee them down hard. Quality
graphics are remarkably flexible, so you can get away with alot in
terms of creases or stretching with a bit of heat and persistence.
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Tips &
Tricks

When applying
graphics, heat

is everything. A
heat gun is best,
but a decent hair
dryer or a bloody
hot, sunny day
might also do the
trick. If the wife's
out, you could try
microwaving ‘em.

If you want a

quality heat gun
that will last more
than a couple

of years, get a
Bosch. Everything
else palesin
comparison.

Make sure all of
the backing comes
off the graphics
completely. A few
little bits of paper
left on will prevent
the glue from
setting, causing
the graphics to lift.

TRIM LOOSE EDGES

Aly edges that overhang the plastic will allow water to work its way
under the graphics, lifting them off. To prevent this, grab a craft knife
and trim any overhanging edges. This includes around any bolt holes.
With the edges trimmed, the only thing left to do is wait for the glue to
set. This usually takes a couple of days if you want your new graphics

to really last, so resist the temptation to ride that shiny lookin’ thing.
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